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Abstract. The paper deals with the hypothesis of the migration of Slavonic ancestors in 

4th century to the area at Peipsi Lake in the connection with campaigns of the 

Goths. The study is supported by some data from historical chronicles, linguistics, 

and archeology. Some other Slavonic migrations are also considered. The topic of 

the appearance of the term "Slovene" is associated with events in the Danube basin 

of 6th century AD.  

 

. 

 In a remote southeastern corner of Germany, in the land of swamps and lakes, is the city of 

Cottbus. The city has a suitable patron spirit - lake crayfish.  

 Numerous toponyms in the east of Germany having a fraction "Wend" remind of the past of 

this area. The Germans call "Wend" the tribes that appeared there in the 6th century already 

many years. One can see sometimes the name in two languages at the streets of some cities 

there. For example, WendenStraße in German is WendenStreet, with translation into the 

language of the mentioned Wends - Sorbska droga. The language is Slavic. The local Wends 

tribe is called Sorbians. Almost all the Wends tribes were assimilated by the Germans, now 

only the Sorbians have retained their language.   

 The kingship of the Danish monarchs included the words “the king of Wends and Gotts”, 

and the kingship of the Swedish monarchs even until 1973 - “the hereditary king of the 

Swedes, Goths and Wends” 

 But Wends are known not only in eastern Germany. According to the Brockhaus and Efron 

encyclopedia [19], in the 19th century local Slovenes were called Winds in the southern 

Austrian province of Styria. Moreover, the name of Austria’s capital Vienna (Wien) [19] is 

also associated with the Wends. Only the final letter "d" is lost. But not completely. In 

several neighboring Slavic languages, the capital of Austria is called Wieden or Weden. Even 

in Vienna there is the Wieden district. The ancient name of Vienna is Vindobona [19]. The 

terrain in the borderlands of Austria and Slovenia was called the Winda mark. 

 Well, that's only Central Europe. Finland is far from Vienna, but Finns still called Russian 

by name Venäläinen, Venä, Estonians use name Vene. The final "d" is also lost.  The fact is 

that Finno-Ugric languages do not like hard consonants at all. 

 Academician B. A. Rybakov noted "the Estonian name of the Slavs 'Vene' is so close to still 

preserved the ancient form of the Wends that it must be considered." [16]. In the east of 

present-day Estonia, there are many toponyms based on “Vene”. 

 But even there the final "d" has been preserved somewhere. For example, the island Vindin, 

(or Vyndin) is on river Volkhov "[19]). Now the settlement “Вындин остров” - Vindin Island 

is located near Staraya Ladoga, the ancient Varangian center (known since the 750th year).  

 Perhaps, the existence of this toponym is due to the Varangians from island Gotland, that 

founded Staraya Ladoga. Also outside the Finno-Ugric territory, but near, in the west of 

Latvia, south of Izborsk, is the town of Wendin. There was a fortress of the German Order of 

the Crusaders in the XIII century. According to the order’s chronicle at that time, some wend  

Christians  [19] were hiding in the fortress. 

 The state of the Khazars was once in the Don and Volga steppes. The Khazar-Jewish 

correspondence of the X century was mentioned the tribe VNTT among the vassal tribes of 

the Khazars [1]. The correspondence was in Hebrew, which has only few vowels and no 

"ch". Therefore, it is believed that most likely it was a mention of the tribe by name 

Ventichy. The position of the letter "n" is highly unstable in the phoneme "en". According to 



the Great Soviet Encyclopedia [7], Ventichy are Vyatichy - вятичи of ancient Russian 

chronicles (article about the Wends).  

 The tribe of Vyatichi was a vassal of the Khazars in the 10th century. It is a matter of interest 

that only in this case the word “Wend” (and very late, in the 10th century) became a self-

name. Neither the Sorbs, nor the Slovenes, nor the Russians call themselves by any variations 

from "Wend". Most likely, only neighbors called Wends and Slavs in this way and "Wend" 

was not self-name.   

 The ethnonym "Weneds" appears first in a work of Pliny in the 29th year AD, almost 

without details. Then Tacitus writes in his work "On the Origin of the Germans and the 

Location of Germany", 98th AD, 

 "Mixed marriages are giving them something of the repulsive appearance of the Sarmatians. 

The Weneds adopted many of Sarmatian habits, for their plundering forays take them over 

all the wooded and mountainous highlands that lie between the Peucini and the Fenni. 

Nevertheless, they are on the whole to be classed as Germans; for they have settled homes, 

carry shields, and are fond of travelling - and travelling fast on foot, differing in all these 

respects from the Sarmatians, who live in wagons or on horseback." [6] 

 However, the way of life of them seems to be nomadic. German word "wandern", Polish and 

Belarusian "wandravac" - to travel, to wander corresponds the name of Wends. Irish 

“wander”, Latin “wade”, Armenian “waden”, Italian “andare”, Albanian “endem” - to travel, 

to wander also hints at a common Indo-European term. 

  Procopius of Caesarea, a writer of the mid-6th century, later reports [4]:   

"For these nations, the Sclaveni and the Antae, are not ruled by one man. They live in pitiful 

hovels which they set up far apart from one another, but, as a general thing, every man is 

constantly changing his place of above ... in ancient times, both these tribes were called    

'Spori - disputes', I think because they lived, occupying the country "sporaden," "scattered," 

separate settlements, because, I suppose, living apart one man from another, they inhabit 

their country in a sporadic fashion. And in consequence of this very fact they hold a great 

amount of land; for they alone inhabit the greatest part of the northern bank of the Ister." 

 The term "Spori - disputes" obviously related to aforementioned Indo-European term, which 

is quite consistent with Procopius's remark "as a general thing, every man is constantly 

changing his place of above". Wends really wander often changing their place of residence.  

 An important event took place there in III century AD. It affects the fate of all local tribes, 

including Wends. The Goths tribe from the river Oder went to the south-east. They reached 

the steppes of the Black Sea region, where Goths founded their own state. A mass of 

archaeological sites of Chernyakhov culture, which is considered to be primarily Gothic, was 

found in the forest-steppe of Ukraine and Russia,.  Goths went, most likely through Southern 

Poland and north-west of Ukraine, apparently, with battles, devastating territories. 

 But Wends could still avoid misfortune in their usual forests, mountains and marshes. After 

Goths leaving, the deserted land was available and Wends could migrate there. Maybe, the 

Wends thereat mastered on the plain the subgrid-firing agriculture.  

 On the way of Goths, in the north-west of Ukraine flows the river Goryn, the birthplace of 

the Serpent Gorynych, the hero of Slavic folklore. Most likely, the Wends appeared there no 

later than the 4th century, not far from the warlike Goths.  

 Later, the Gothic historian Jordanes glorifies the prince of the Goths Germanarikh, who 

conquered many tribes, even comparing him with Alexander the Great. These tribes lived 

north of Goths and the Wends were closer than the rest. Judging by the finds of Roman coins 

of the II-IV centuries in Kiev, in the region of Podil, one of the centers of the Germanaric 

power was located there. [Karger]  

 Jordanes writes “Germanarich moved his army against the Wends, …who were powerful 

due to their multiplicity and tried to resist first. But a great number of people unfit for war is 

worth nothing, when God allows and many armed approaches."[3] According to Jordanes, by 

the year 374, Germanarich had conquered many "tribes: Golteskifs, Tiuds, Inunks, 



Vasinabronks, Merens, Mordens, Imniskars, Horns, Tadzans, Ataul, Navego, Bubenev, 

Sorcerers, Ests" [3]. There are several tribes of Finno-Ugrians in the list: Thiudos, 

Vasinabronks, Merens, Mordens, Ests. This is Chud, Ves, Merya, Mordva, Ests from old 

Russian chronicles [13]. The same most likely concern the tribe of Navego, remembering the 

names of the rivers Neva and Neiva, names of Finno-Ugric origin.   

 Also interesting is that the name of Novgorod looks like the name of this tribe Navego.  

So-called "Karelian letters" were encountered among the birch bark letters in Veliky 

Novgorod. They are mainly found at the "Nerevskoy konec", one of the oldest places in 

Novgorod, where the Chud from Nestor chronicle lived, Finnish experts deal now with 

"Karelian letters".   

 Jordanes does not mention the composition of the army of Germanarikh. It is a pity, of 

course, since surprises are possible here. First, it is worth mentioning that in those times it 

was customary to include vassals and vanquished in their army as allies, such a peculiar form 

of tribute [5], mamluks, for instance, or as mercenaries, guljams [2].  

 For the Goths, inhabitants of the forest-steppe, deaf forests and marshes of the north were 

unaccustomed and dangerous. It would be difficult to do without allies more accustomed to 

forest wilderness. Wends could be useful here.  

 And, apparently, they were useful, as clearly shows the etymology of both Finno-Ugric and 

Russian languages.   

 The term “чудь - chud” in Russian refers only to peoples and tribes of Finno-Ugric origin. 

"Lake Peipsi -"Chudskoye" clearly indicates the place where Chud lived. According to 

etymological dictionaries, "Chud" is derived from the Gothic "Thiud" - the folk. This 

borrowing could take place no later than the 5th century, the Goths found themselves later far 

from the ancestors of the Russians, in Italy, Spain and the Crimea.  

 In the Finno-Ugric languages, no memory of the Goths is preserved, but the memory of the 

Venja exists, and, it seems, quite a long time ago. According to archeology, Slavic burials 

appeared in the vicinity of Lake Chudskoe at the beginning of the 5th century or even at the 

end of the 4th century. By the way, these burials ("long kurgans") are the oldest Slavic 

burials in Russia. So the name "Vene" or "Venya" of the Russians was known perhaps since 

the time of Germanarikh. Only the final "d" disappeared, the hard consonants are alien to the 

Finno-Ugric languages. 

 The Russian word "изба – hut" is not typical for either Belarusian or Ukrainian. According 

to etymological dictionaries, this word goes back to the Gothic "shtube – hut", and 

intermediate forms from the old annals "истъба", "истобка"  of "izba" are also known. 

Izborsk is not in vain considered as the oldest Russian city. Borrowing from the Gothic could 

occur only during the Gothic campaign in the north at the end of the IV century. 

 The first huts were most likely built according to the Gothic methodology as a fortification 

for the garrison, which consisted mainly of Wends. It is possible that all this happened near 

Lake Chudskoe on the site of the future most ancient Russian city of Izborsk 16 centuries 

ago. Estonian toponyms west of Lake Chudskoe also preserved the memory of the Wends. 

 However, it seems that Germanarikh included not only Wends in his squads. The 

archaeologist Sankina [18] notes a somewhat unexpected detail "The Old Russian series of 

the Novgorod region have anthropological features that are more typical for the Balts, and 

even in the "long kurgans" there are Jatvag utensils. As a rule, to Novgorodians are drawn 

closer from the Balts more graceful Jatvags, Prussians, Sels." Neighbors of Wends, by the 

way.  

 Novgorod birch bark documents, especially early ones, contain archaic features that are not 

present in any other Slavic language. Therefore, it is believed that the common pan-Slavic 

language continued to exist after the departure of the future inhabitants of Izborsk, which 

were not affected by the later changes [9]. 



 The Goths soon became no time for the far northern fortifications and the Wends garrison 

thereat. In 375, the Huns defeated the Goths, and they soon had to go west, together with part 

of the Alans, their allies. The Wends remained near Lake Chudskoe.  

 The fertile forest-steppe to the north of the Black Sea, after the departure of Goths, became 

empty, the traces of the Chernyakhov archeological culture disappear by this time. However, 

forest-steppe did not attract Huns. It is clear that the Wends of the Western Bug and Goryn 

valleys had a unique opportunity to migrate to the east and southeast. It seems that they have 

found some kind of common language with the Huns. One of the few Hun words known for 

history turned out to be Slavic - “honey - мёд”. 

 In the middle course of the river Western Bug in Poland there are the cities of Bransk, 

Kujawa, Drohiczyn. There is Drohiczyn also in Polesie, not far from the polish Drohiczyn, 

east of that, Kiev (known before 930 as Kujawa [10]) is located more east, already far from 

Kujawa, and Bryansk is located east of Bransk and even east from Kiev.  

 The chronicler Nestor expounds the legend of the founder of Kiev called Kiy. According to 

[1}, this is the Khazar commandant named Kuya of the Kiev garrison, who charged for 

transportation across the Dnieper [1]. Kuyawa became Kiev, and Kuya became the carrier 

Kiy of the Slavic legend. Nestor heard something about the migration routes, the chronicler 

notes this after hundreds of years: "Slavs came and went to Wisla, they were called Lyakhi, 

and in Kiev, the name of them was polyane" [13]. 

 Procopius of Caesarea in the 6th century writes as something not new that the Antes and 

Slavs occupy most of the land on the left bank of the Istr (Danube)... "They live in miserable 

shelties, at a great distance from each other, and they all often change their place of 

residence." [4]  This is, so to speak, a look from the south, from Byzantium to the southern 

outskirts of the Slavic oikumena. Procopius does not know hut, only shelty. 

 Jordanes, looking from northern Italy, from the southwest, draws a slightly different picture: 

At the slope of the mountains, "descending to the north, starting from the birthplace of the 

Vistula River (Vistula), a populous Veneti tribe settled on immense spaces... although their 

names now vary according to different clans and localities, mostly they are called Sklavens 

and Antes" [3]. Procopius of Caesarea and Jordanes first mentioned the new name of Wends 

- Sklavins / Sclavens and Antes. Interest in them was due to that Slavs and Antes often raided 

the Byzantine Empire with the beginning of the reign of the Byzantine Emperor Justinian in 

the 6th century. More precisely, Procopius reported the first known Ants raid on Byzantine 

Thrace in 527, and in 545, the same Procopius noted the first raid of the Sclavins from the 

Danube on Byzantine lands. 

 The question of the origin and meaning of the ethnonym Slavs is still controversial, attempts 

to answer have been made long ago. Academician B. A. Rybakov in the term Slovene saw a 

complex word consisting of two parts. “The second part of the "wene,” he writes, “is so close 

to the Estonian name of the Slavs still preserved Vene…, that this must be considered.” [16] 

 However, it is necessary to reckon not only with the Estonian. There are theories regarding 

the first part - according to Academician Marr, "the tribal names Slav and Sclav originate 

from the ancient name of the Scythians - scolot" [12], [20], but there are plenty of other 

versions.  

 It is more or less clear that the ethnonym arose in the Danube basin in connection with the 

Wends raids across the Danube on Byzantine lands. As chronicler Nestor noted in The Tale 

of Bygone Years: “previously Slavs sat on Danube, where the Ugrian land and the Bulgarian 

land are now". [13] The source of Nestor (most likely the Greek chronicle of Hamarthol) 

knows precisely only the Slavs, not Wends. The chronicle of Nestor does not already 

mention the Wends, and even, apparently, does not know. And all the information from 

Hamarthol concerns only the southern Slavs, known in Byzantium. The land of Bulgaria at 

the time of Nestor was approximately in the middle of the Danube course. The Polish 

chronicle "Wielkopolska Chronicle" also reports Pannonia (a Roman province adjacent to the 

middle Danube) as the birthplace of the Slavs [8]. 



 Just in the Danube basin there are two folks, the ethnonym of which has preserved their 

ancient name - Slovenes and Slovaks. Moreover, the Slovak wife's name is Slovenka, and the 

language of the Slovaks is called Slovenic. The match is almost complete. It seems that once 

their ethnonym was simply common. 

 The Byzantines proudly called themselves Roma, but still spoke Greek. Moreover, their 

culture was mostly originally Greek. The authority in history was, of course, Herodotus, a 

connoisseur of many countries, including Scythia. For the Greeks, everything north of the 

Balkans was Scythia. So, the Wends were also listed as some sort of Scythian. Herodotus 

mentioned among the Scythians some scolots. For some reason, the word turned out to be 

difficult for translation (and for understanding) - it is even translated in different ways. One 

of the possible translations is: the Scythians who have kings.   

 But such an understanding is not suitable for wends. Procopius: "These tribes, Slavs and 

Antes, are not ruled by one person, but since ancient times live in the rule of the people" [4}.  

  However, the fighting of an unorganized crowd with a regular Byzantine army is rather 

difficult. Wends raids were not always successful, there is a problem without a leader. Most 

likely, the leaders of the Wends over time appeared. Maybe, the raids of such squads were 

the most dangerous for the Greeks. Such squads were fearful and were respected more than 

others. The Greeks following Herodotus could call such wends organized into combat 

detachments by new name like scolowends. 

 This kind of double tribal names is not rare. "Golteskifs": Goljad+Scythians, 

"Vasinabronks": Ves+inabronks [Jordanes], "Normans": Nord mans, "Karakolpaks": black 

caps, "Burtas": Furt as  - separated son of as (Ossetian). 

 The new name could become known during negotiations or contacts and, for Wends 

themselves, it looked more significant and honorable. The name looked respectful enough for 

wend squad, unlike the former, which resembled either wanderers or vagrants. It could turn 

into a self-name for the more successful part of Wends and accepted by this tribe. 

 However, any borrowing obeys the laws of language. In this case, it was the language of the 

future southern Slavs with its phoneme "la", corresponding to the East Slavic "olo" and West 

Slavic "lo". This is well known in the Russian language: Eastern Slavic "золото",  

"молодой" coexist with brought from Bulgarian "злато",  "младой."  

  Therefore, scolovends should have become Sclavens. As for the final "d", then it could be 

lost by borrowing and even before it. There are enough examples from the Finnish “Vena” to 

Vienna, the capital of Austria. It most likely happened in Pannonia, in the 6th century.  

  Folk etymology rather quickly turned the Sclavens into Slovens, as people who understand 

the words, unlike the Germans, who did not understand any word. Obviously superfluous "c" 

for some couple of centuries disappeared in the language of the Slovens. It happened even 

before the separation of the Slovens into Slovenes and Slovaks and their migration from the 

common oicumen. The events of that time turned out to be significant and the memories of 

them were preserved even several centuries later. The chronicler Nestor, following the 

chronograph of Hamarthol, writes: "When the Volokhs attacked the Slavs of the Danube, and 

settled among them, and oppressed them, then these Slavs ..." "walked across the land." The 

Slavs called all the Roman-speaking peoples by name Volokhs at that time. Until now, Italy 

is in Polish is Wlohi, and the region in Romania is called Wallakhia. 

 Most likely, Nestor described the colonization of the territory of Pannonia by Germanic 

tribes and the wars of the King of the Franks Charlemagne. He went “in 789 to Sklavania, he 

received the King of the Sclavins Dragit ... and other kings of Winds” [15]. The author of this 

message from the Latin annals did not have any doubt that the Sklavins were Winds and, 

moreover, one of their tribes. It seems that in 789, not all Winds were called Sclavins. 

Charlemagne destroyed the Avar Khaganate on the Danube, but, apparently, the Slavs 

suffered too. 



  The terms "Sklavinia", "Sklavin" surrounding peoples for a long time continued to use, 

keeping the usual concept. The north-west of the Balkans was called Sclavonia until the 13th 

century. Moreover, even now it exists in many languages, although in a different meaning. 

 The Danube basin was the center of the slave trade In the second half of the first 

millennium, the Slavic language was the lingua franca of this center. It is clear that not all 

slaves and slavers were Slavs, most likely on the contrary, many local tribes disappeared 

there, but the Slavs were characterized by a demographic explosion. 

 However, the term "sklavin" in the meaning of "slave" has penetrated many languages, 

starting from late Latin - sclavus up to Arabic - "sakaliba", including German, French, Italian 

and Spanish. The name of a non-free person in more remote English has come in a new form 

– slave, as well as in the Scandinavian languages.  

 The countries of the Danube Basin are called Kanaan in the medieval Jewish sources, and 

this name is explained by the fact that local residents sell their children into slavery, as in 

ancient Kanaan.  Now it is probably hard to believe that the life of a slave in Constantinople 

or Cordoba, the mamluk in Egypt was envied by half-starved free inhabitants of dugouts 

among the forests and marshes.  

 Folksy Slavic etymology rather quickly, over several centuries, turned the Sclavin into 

Sloven. Inconvenient "c" dropped from the middle of the word. It was already before the 

separation of Slovenes from the Slovaks.  
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